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A San Francisco man was arrested on federal charges of running a spin-off of the Silk Road website.
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SAN FRANCISCO (KGO) -- A joint operation between the U.S. and European countries has shut down hundreds of sites
operating on what's called the Darknet, a secretive internet network where people buy and sell drugs.
One of the major arrests was made in San Francisco and that website was taking in $8 million a month.
Blake Benthall was arrested Wednesday in the Mission District at his apartment on the 900 block of Florida Street.
Neighbors said FBI agents in plain clothes were swarming around his three bedroom flat in the early afternoon. No one seemed
to know why.
Amy Zanrosso thought they were buying Benthall's much talked about Tesla which was in the driveway.
"Honestly I just thought that they were buying a car," she said.
The agents were there to arrest a man they've charged with starting a spin-off version of the notorious Silk Road website, a site
which the government shut down last year.
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Silk Road 2.0 also operated on the Tor network, also known as the Darknet, which is home to illegal marketplaces trading in
drugs, guns, child porn, and even hit-men for hire.
The mastermind of the original Silk Road was Ross Ulbright.
Benthall even used his pseudonym Dread Pirate Roberts as in the movie "Princess Bride."
The government now says the arrest of Benthall was only the tip of the iceberg that a much bigger global police operation
closed 400 websites on the Tor network.
Besides the U.S., it involved 16 European countries, which resulted in 17 arrests.
The U.S attorney says it represents a breakthrough for fighting cybercrime.
Professor Marc Greenberg of the Golden Gate University IP Law Center disagrees.
"This is for law enforcement, it's kind of like 19th century law enforcement chasing 21st century crime," Greenburg said.
Other experts say there's just too much money to be made to stop the illegal internet marketplaces.
"So long as there's a demand for illicit drugs, there will be someone selling it on the Internet and people willing to buy them on
the Internet," Eva Galperin of Electronic Frontier said.
Benthall waived extradition when he was in San Francisco Federal court Thursday. Since the case originated with the U.S
Attorney in New York, he'll be taken there to face charges.
Map My News
Related Topics:
news
bitcoin

computers

business

crime

u.s. & world

internet

drug

illegal drugs

court case

court

FBI

department of homeland security

San Francisco

Share

Tweet

(Copyright ©2014 KGO-TV/DT. All Rights Reserved.)

YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE

The 10 Most Dangerous
Cities in America
Politics Cheat Sheet

O.J. Simpson’s Kids 20
Years Later: ‘They Will
Always Love Their Dad,’

Dementia Tied to More
ICD Placements
MedPageToday.com

Radar
Online — Plus
Aunt Reveals

20 Bad Girls Who Are
Smokin Hot, Here's
Their Mugshots
BoreBurn

Why They ‘Don’t Talk
About’ Their Mom’s
FROM AROUND
THE WEB
Murder

5 Important Tips for Creating a Safe Password (LifeLock)
How Your Life Will Be Changed by Technology in the Next 50
Years (thinkfurtheralger.com)
Why This San Francisco Startup's Insanely Popular Sweatshirt
Has 4-Month Wait List (Business Insider)

MORE FROM ABC7 NEWS
Man mocks ridiculously long CVS receipts with hilarious
costume
Kaiser shows off new Oakland facility prepared to handle Ebola
Robin Williams' autopsy results released; no illegal drugs or
alcohol found

http://abc7news.com/news/man-arrested-on-federal-charges-of-operating-spinoff-silk-road-website-/386040/

2/5

